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Stuwpwl Upwpu gimhg L Lwpwywgh Gnp fuinipop
The Arax Valley; the new bridge of Karavaz

The district of Gharadagh, which borders the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh)
to the south, is situated in a mountainous area on the right bank of the river Arax, in the northwest of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Historically, the current territory of Gharadagh covers the district of Rot-i Kagha lying in the west-
ernmost part of Paytakaran Province, Armenia Maior. It bordered the provinces of Syunik and Artsakh
as well as Goghtn District, Vaspurakan Province, to the north; Krekan District, Paytakaran Province, to
the east; Bakran District, Vaspurakan Province, to the west, and Atropatene to the south.

Now Gharadagh or Rot-i Kagha is one of the districts of East Azerbaijan Province, Islamic Republic
of Iran, by the name of Arasharan (with the district centre in Ahar).

The district has also been called Sevasar, Sev Ler, Siah-Kuh, etc. In the late Middle Ages, the district
was within the jurisdiction of the diocese of the renowned monastery of Tatev as one of the southeastern
districts of Syunik Province. According to a list of estates belonging to Tatev Diocese, made in 1692, 44
villages of Gharadagh paid taxes to the monastery.

Most presumably, Gharadagh preserved this administrative status until the Russian-Persian war of
1826 to 1828. Afterwards, the Armenian population was considerably reduced in the sub-districts of
Dzmar, Hasanov, Meshapara, Minjevan and Keyvan; moreover, even the number of Armenian-inhabited
places decreased in the district in general.

The Armenian population of Gharadagh was further reduced after the “repatriation” of 1946. The
district was completely deprived of its Armenian inhabitants in the 1970s.

Gharadagh has a wide variety of monuments of Armenian material culture which were thoroughly
studied by the expeditions of Research on Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation in the 1970s, in
2011 and 2018.

This map-guide is intended for people coming from Gharadagh and all those—Armenians and for-
eigners—who are interested in studies of historical and cultural monuments.
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The Tumaniants’ mansion in Vina Village; the fortress of Avarsin from the east
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The teachers of Gharadagh; the mountains of the district
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Oushnepin Village from the northeast; the caravanserai of Shah Abbas from the west
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Some pupils and their teacher of Vina Village; the fortress of Kordasht from the west
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A partial view of the cemetery of Seghen Village; Armen Hakhnazarian in Khanagah
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