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ARTSAKH.

IN THE ORIGINS OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD

A rmenia and the Armenian people have played
an exceptional role in the creation and spread
of Christian civilization, and in the adoption of
Christianity as a state religion. Indeed, different
provinces of Armenia participated in this epoch-
turning event, but particularly important was the
role and significance of Artsakh, the tenth province
of the kingdom of Mets Hayk (Armenia Maior) lo-
cated in the east of the Armenian Highland.

After the adoption of Christianity as a state reli-
gion in Armenia, Artsakh became one of the pillars
of statehood in the country. The Armenians’ victo-
rious struggle against Sassanid Persia between 481
and 484, led by Prince Vahan Mamikonian, forced
that empire recognize the right of Armenians to
sovereignty in Eastern Armenia and temporarily
stop religious persecutions. In the mid-480s, Ar-
menian statehood was restored, as an autonomous
satrapy, both in the central parts of Eastern Arme-
nia, in the Araratian country, and in the Eastern Re-
gions of Armenia, namely in Artsakh, where King
Vachagan Barepasht (the Pious) reigned. Due to its
mountainous geography, being isoldated from the
other provinces of Historical Armenia, Artsakh
boasted all the natural resources for self-sufficiency
and continued its existence, remaining, for cen-
turies, as one of the main carriers of Armenian
statehood, and therefore, also as the cradle of Ar-
menian culture and Christian Armenian identity.

In subsequent centuries, the Arranshahiks of
Artsakh, the Hasan-Jalalians and other princely
families continued the traditions of Armenian state-
hood and culture. In the late Middle Ages and in the
recent period, Artsakh and Syunik started playing
an even more important political and civilization-
building role. The 18th century marked the begin-
ning of an active struggle (1722 to 1747) aimed at

the restoration of statehood. The liberation struggle
in Syunik which was led by the prominent Armen-
ian commander Davit Bek resulted in the desired
outcome: in 1724 Shah Tahmasp II of Iran recog-
nized him as the leader of Syunik, planning to use
the local Armenian principality against their com-
mon enemy, the Ottoman Empire.

Thanks to the Armenian-Iranian alliance, in the
1730s, Nadir Khan (Shah) strengthened the posi-
tions of the Armenian melikdoms (principalities)
not only in the mountainous regions of Eastern Ar-
menia (Syunik, Artsakh, Gegharkunik) but also in
the plains. In 1734, for instance, Nadir issued a de-
cree declaring Davit, senior priest of Dovshanlu
(Arajadzor, Martakert District) Village of Artsakh,
as the head and melik (prince) of this village as well
as several others in Khachen.

Thanks to this alliance and the struggle against
the Ottoman Empire, the Armenian meliks, partic-
ularly those of Artsakh, de facto gained autonomy
under the leadership of Melik Yegan of Dizak. In
1736 a new Armenian autonomous entity —called
Melikdoms (Principalities) of Khamsa (from the
Arabic word ‘khamsa’ meaning ‘five’)—was founded
in the districts of Varanda, Dizak, Jraberd, Khachen
and Gyulistan. Thanks to the existence of this au-
tonomous entity, the role of Artsakh was particu-
larly emphasized in the 18th-century projects for
Armenia’s liberation.

In the most recent period, due to external factors,
Artsakh and afterwards also Syunik were not in-
cluded as part of the newly-founded Republic of Ar-
menia; for this reason, these provinces established
their own state entities and began a struggle to re-
unite with Mother Armenia. The First Conference
of Artsakh Armenians, which was held in Shushi on
22 July 1918, established the Government of the

People of Karabakh, declaring the region as an inde-
pendent administrative-territorial unit. In their sub-
sequent conferences, the Armenians of Artsakh
adopted several decisions reiterating their determi-
nation to become part of the Republic of Armenia.
After a fierce struggle against the encroachments of
Azerbaijan, on 25 April 1920, the 9th Conference of
Artsakh Armenians declared the region as part of the
Republic of Armenia. During those two years, Art-
sakh became one of the most important centres of
the establishment of Armenian statehood.

On 2 December 1920, the Republic of Armenia
fell due to the alliance between Kemalist Turkey
and the Bolsheviks, while the region of Syunik pre-
served its independence: it was proclaimed au-
tonomous at the First Conference of Zangezur held
in Tatev on 25 December of the same year under
Garegin Nzhdeh’s leadership. On 27 April 1921, the
Republic of Lernahayastan (Mountainous Armenia)
was established in Syunik, being renamed Republic
of Armenia on 1 June.

Under certain unfavourable circumstances—
both internal and external—a number of historical
(Nakhichevan, Mountainous
/Nagorno/ Karabakh, Utik, Kars Region, Surmalu
District, etc.) were left outside the borders of Soviet
Armenia. Mountainous (Nagorno) Karabakh, which
had unjustly been annexed to Soviet Azerbaijan,
was given the status of an autonomous region on 7
July 1923. Despite the fact that the Autonomous Re-
gion of Nagorno Karabakh lacked many compo-
nents of sovereignty, it was able to resist
Azerbaijan’s nationalist policy and preserve the Ar-
menianness of the region thanks to its limited au-
tonomy until the Artsakh movement of 1988.

On 2 September 1991, the Republic of Nagorno
Karabakh (Republic of Artsakh) was founded, being

Armenian lands
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followed by the proclamation of the Republic of
Armenia after a referendum held on 21 September
of the same year. Broadly speaking, the restoration
of Armenian statehood had been promoted by Art-
sakh’s fierce liberation struggle as well as by the
democratic multi-party elections held in May 1990
and the Declaration of Independence adopted by
the newly-elected Supreme Council (afterwards:
National Assembly) on 23 August of the same year.

At present, despite the grave geopolitical situa-
tion facing them, the Republics of Armenia and
Artsakh continue building statehood and civiliza-
tion, enriching Armenia’s legacy of five thousand
years.

Thanks to statehood which was almost uninter-
rupted in Artsakh throughout its history, Armen-
ian cultural and educational life reached the peak
of its development in the region. It should also be
noted that Artsakh played a significant role for the
promotion of Christian values: Christian civiliza-
tion spread from this ancient Armenian land all
over the region, particularly to Eastern Transcau-
casia and the North Caucasus. Long before the of-
ficial adoption of Christianity, this religion was
spread in Artsakh by different Christian preachers
who also built numerous chapels and churches in
the region. Special mention should be made of a
chapel founded by St. Dad in the historical Armen-
ian district of Vaykunik-Tsar (also known by the
names of Khachen and Karvajar) as early as the first
century: afterwards the majestic monastic complex
of Dadivank was founded around this chapel.

Christianity was especially widely preached in
Artsakh in the second quarter of the 4th century,
when the religious leader of the region was Grig-
oris, the grandson of Gregory the Illuminator, the
first Catholicos of All Armenians (Grigoris was
killed during the struggle against the North Cau-
casian Maskut tribes). Educational activities were
further promoted in Artsakh in the early 5th cen-
tury, when Mesrop Mashtots opened the first
school for teaching the Armenian alphabet in the
renowned early medieval monastery of Amaras.

4

The period between the 9th and 14th centuries
was marked with unprecedented development in
the construction of Armenian churches as well as
in the art of cross-stones and manuscript creation
throughout Armenia, including Artsakh. Artsakh
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church grew
into an independent catholicosate which was first
named Catholicosate of Aghvank (Caucasian Alba-
nia) and afterwards Catholicosate of Gandzasar. A
countless number of magnificent Christian monu-
ments were built, and hundreds of scientific works
were devoted to them.

In recent decades, the study of the political his-
tory and cultural heritage of Artsakh has been
largely promoted by the well-known Research on
Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation, and
particularly, by its Founding Director Armen
Hakhnazarian and Director Samvel Karapetian of
blessed memory. At present this work continues
thanks to the devoted young researcher Raffi Kor-
toshian, who repatriated to Armenia some years
ago. In 2022 he published an English-language
book-album devoted to the Christian legacy of Art-
sakh and particularly exposing the brutal policy of
annihilation exercised by the Azerbaijani authori-
ties against the historical Armenian monuments
that fell under their control in the aftermath of the
44-day war of 2020.

This trilingual publication is an updated edi-
tion of the aforementioned book-album. We are
convinced that it will play a significant role in rais-
ing awareness of the rich historical and cultural
heritage of Artsakh and in protecting it against
Turkish-Azerbaijani encroachments.

Ashot Melkonian
Academician in the National Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Armenia
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VHCTOKROB KPHCTHAHCROTO MHPA

PMeHM ¥ apMAHCKUI HapoJ, ChITPaIx
AA HCKJIIOYUTEIbHYIO POJIb B GOPMHUPOBa-

HMU U PacIpPOCTpPaHEHUM XPHUCTHAHCKOH
nuBmIusanuu. Cpeny pasHBIX UCTOpUYe-
CKHX PETHOHOB OCOOEHHO BEJIUKO 3Haue-
HUe JecAaToi mpoBuHIUY Benukoit Apme-
HUM — Apllaxa, pacloJI0XeHHOTO B BOC-
TOYHOM YacTH APMAHCKOTO HaTrOPhA.

ITocyte mpuHATHA XpPUCTUAHCTBA HA T'O-
CyJapCTBEHHOM ypOBHe ApLax CTaJ OLHUM
U3 CTOJIIOB apMAHCKOM rocyJapCTBEHHO-
cTu. B Teuenume BekoB Apuax ocTaBaycA
OJHUM U3 IIeHTPOB IIOJUTUYECKOH caMo-
CTOATENBHOCTH 0Jarofapsa U30IALUU OT
IPYyTUX PeTHOHOB TOPUCTHIM JaHAIIa(pTOM
Y HaJIWYUIO MIPUPOAHBIX YCIOBUIH A ca-
MOCTOSTeIBHOTO CylleCTBOBaHUA. FIMeHHO
I03TOMY ApLAxX — OJUH U3 BAXXKHBIX LIEHT-
POB apMAHCKOM KyJIbTYyphl M XPUCTHAH-
CKOM MIeHTUYHOCTH.

B 481-484 romax B Apmenuu u M6epun
(KapTiu) Hawasocs BoccTaHMe BO TJIaBe C
BOeHavaJIbHUKOM Baanom MamMukoHAHOM
IIPOTHB HacakjeHus 3opoactpusma Caca-
HuackuM Mparnom. OHO 3aKOHYMIIOCH IIO-
Oenmoit xpucrman. Ilepcuackmit  max
IpeKpaTUJI peJIUruo3Hble TOHEHU U IIPU-
3HaJI IIpaBO apMAH Ha CaMOyIIpaBIeHHue B
Bocrounoit Apmenun. C cepenunsr 480-x
TOJOB apMfAHCKasg aBTOHOMUA B dopme
Map3laHCTBA ObLIa BOCCTAHOBJIEHA He
TOJIPKO B CTPaHe APapaTCKON — IEeHTPaIb-
HOU vactu BocTouHo# ApMeHuu, HO U B
BOCTOYHBIX Kpasgx ApMeHHUHU, B TOM YHCJIe
B Apuaxe u YTuKe BO IjaBe c napeM Bava-
raHoM biarouecTuBsIM.

B mocnenyiomue Bexka ApaHIIaXHMKH,
Acan-/I)xanansgHel U Apyrue KHKECKUe
POZIBI IPOJOJIKUIN TPASULIMHI apMAHCKOH
TOCYZApCTBeHHOCTH U KyabTypsl. [lomnTu-
YyecKad ¥ IUBUIH3AIMOHHAA POIb Apliaxa,
a taxke CIOHMKA yCUJIMJIACh B TO3JHEM
cpepHeBekoBbe U B HoBoe Bpems. B mepsoit
nonoBuHe XVIII Beka Hawascsa aTam BOC-
CTaHOBJIEHHUSA ToCcyZapcTBeHHOCTH (1722-
1747 roger). Bosrnasnsemas [laBumom be-
KOM HallOHAJIBHO-OCBOOOAUTETbHAS BOII-
Ha yBeHYasach ycmexoM. B 1724 roxy
vpanckuit max Taxmacn II mpusnan ero
BiacTh B CIOHUKe C 1IeJIbI0 UCIIOJIb30BaTh
ero pecypcsl IpoTus obuero Bpara — Oc-
MaHCKOU MMIIEPUU.

B pesymbraTe apMaHO-MPaHCKOTO CO-
tpysuudecTsa B 1730-x rogax Hagup-nrax
YKpeIuI apMAHCKHe MeJTHKCTBA (KHDKe-
cTBa) He TOABKO B ropHbIX (CoHUK, Apuax,
l'erapkyHUK), HO 1 paBHUHHBIX paliOHax
Bocrounoit Apmenun. Ero dupmanom
1734 roma mporomepeit [laBuz mu3 cema
Josuranny (uprHe Apadaznzop, Maprakepr-
CKHUI paiioH) B Apliaxe CTaJ MeJIUKOM U
CeJIbCKUM CTapOCTOM TOTO XKe cejla U He-
CKOJIBKUX APYTUX ces XadeHa.

Cpeny apMAHCKHX MeJIMKOB, KOTOPEIE B
corose ¢ rmepcamu 6oposrch npotus OcMaH-
CKO¥ mMIepnH, HaKTUIECKU TOCTUIIM Ca-
MOYTIpaB/leHUsa MeJIuKu ApIiaxa BO IJIaBe C
Eranom — mestukom Jlusaka. B 1736 rozy 06-
Pa30BaTHCh aPMAHCKHE MEIHKCTBA XaMChI
(T0-apaGCKy «xaMca» — «IIATh»), B COCTaB KO-
TOPBIX BouLIX raBapsl (obsactu) Bapanpa,
Hwzak, [Ixpabepn, Xaven u ['tonncran. He-

CJIy4aiiHo, uTo BO Bropoi nojosuHe XVIII
BeKa ApLaxy OTBOZMIIACH UCKIIIOUUTEIbHAS
POJIB B IUIAHAX II0 OCBOOOXKIEHUIO ADMEHUMN.

B mHoBedmunii mepmox Apiax, Kak Hu
CroHUK, He UMes BO3MOXXHOCTH IIPUCOeYI-
HUTHCA K APMEHUY U3-3a BHEUTHUX (aKTO-
POB, CO37]aI COOCTBEHHBIE TOCYJAPCTBEH-
HbIe 00pPa30BaHUA U Pa3BepHYJIHN OOPEOY 3a
ob6beguHenue ¢ Pogunoii. 22 muiona 1918
roga B llymru Gb1 cO3BaH IepPBHIi CHE3Z
apMAaH Aplaxa, KOTOPHIH ITPOBO3TJIACHII
€r0 CaMOCTOATEeTPHOU aJ/IMIHUCTPATHBHO-
TePPUTOPHUATBHON efUHUIEH U cHopMU-
pOBaJI HallMOHAIBHOE IIpaBUTeNbCTBO. Ha
MOC/IeyIOMMUX Che3fax apMaHe Aplaxa
IIOBTOPMJIM PELIMMOCTb IIPUCOeAMHUTHCA K
Pecnry6iuke Apmennu. Ilocie ymopHoit u
KpOBaBO# GOpPBOBI IIPOTUB IIOCATATEIHCTB
Aszepb6aiimxana apmsaHe Apiaxa IIPOBO3-
TJIACUIN Kpai yacTeio Pecry6ruku Apme-
Huu Ha IX cwe3ze, cozBanHOM 25 ampens
1920 ropa. 3a ykasaHHBIe ABa roja Aplax
CTaJI OJHUM M3 TJIaBHBIX I[eHTPOB CTPOU-
TeJIBCTBA APMAHCKOH TOCYZAPCTBEHHOCTH B
HOBeHIIel NCTOPUH.

B pesyibraTe KeMaIMCTCKO-OOJIbIIe-
BUCTCKOTO COTpPyZHUYEeCTBa 2 meKabps
1920 nama Pecrry6ivka ApmeHus, ogHAKO
25 uucia Toro ke Mecsaia B TaTese OBLI CO-
3BaH [lepBhIil OOIIe3aHTe3YPCKUIT CHE3T,
npoBo3riaacuBmuil ABTOHOMHY0 CIOHUK-
ckyio Pecry6uky Bo riaBe ¢ I'apernaom
Hoxpe. 27 anpens 1921 roza ona Obuia me-
penMenoBaHa B Jlepuaaitactan (Pecmy6-
nuky l'opuHas Apmenus), a 1 uioHs — B
Pecnry6muky Apmenus.



B pesyibraTe He6GIarONPUATHBIX BHEII-
HUX U BHYTPeHHUX (aKTOPOB HEKOTOpPBIE
apMmaHckue teppuropun (Haxumxesas,
Haropusiit Kapabax, Ytuk, Kapcckas
o6acts, CypMagnHCKU ye3[ U Ap.) OKa-
3anuch BHe rpaHul CoBeTckoll ApMeHUH.
W13 aux Haropusiit Kapabax 6511 Hecmpa-
BeJJINBO BKJIIOYEH B cocTaB Asepbaii-
mxana. 7 uiong 1923 roga 6su1a o6pazosa-
Ha ABroHOMHas ob6sacts Haropuoro Kapa-
6axa (AOHK, mozguee — HKAO). Xots ona
ObL1a JIMIIeHa MHOTUX DJIEMEHTOB CyBepe-
HUTeTa, TeM He MeHee, 61arojaps orpaHu-
YeHHOX aBTOHOMMM CMOIJIA IIPOTHBO-
CTOATh HAUIMOHAJIUCTHYECKON IIOJUTHKE
AsepbaiipkaHa U COXpaHUTH CBOM apMAH-
cKuii 061uK BILIOTHh 7o 1988 roma, xorma
Hayalxoch ApIaxckoe OCBOOOAHTETBHOE
IBIDKEHUE.

2 cenra6psa 1991 roza 6s11a IpOBO3IIa-
mena Haropuo-Kapa6axckas Pecny6ruka
(Pecmy6rmka Apiax), a mocjie BCeHapoJ -
Horo pedepenzpyma 21 uucia — Pecmy6-
nuka Apmennsi. OynmameHT STUX COOBITHIH
(dakTHUeCKH OBLI 3aJI0XKEH B XOJ€e MOII-
HOTO APIIaXCKOTO OCBOOOIUTENIHHOIO IBU-
JKE€HWs, MHOTOIIAPTUIHBIX JeMOKpaTHyde-
CKHX BBIOOPOB, cocTogBmMxcs B Mae 1990
roga, u npuHATUA 23 aBrycra «/lexmapa-
IUM HEe3aBUCHUMOCTH ApPMeHUH» HOBO-
n36panusiM Bepxosusim CosetroM (c 1995
roga — HanimonansHOe cobpanue).

[Tocne 30-meTHeilt TOZOBUIMHBI BOCCTA-
HOBJIEHUS CBOeH HEe3aBUCHMOCTH, B CJIOXK-
HeWIINX TeONOJIUTHYECKUX YCIOBUAX IBa
apMAHCKUX rocyaapcrsa — Pecry6iuka Ap-
Menud u Pecy6iuka Apiax, IpogomKaioT
myTh 5000-1eTHETO apMAHCKOTO TOCYIApCT-
BEHHOTO U I[UBUJIN3AIIOHHOTO Pa3BUTHA.

ApMsHCKas KyJIbTYPHO-IIPOCBETUTEIIb-
CKas JKM3HB 0COOEHHO IIpoiBeTana B Ap-

6

1axe 61arozaps MOYTH HEIIPEPHIBHOMY CY-
IeCTBOBAHUIO TMOJUTUUYECKON CaMOCTOS-
TeIbHOCTH. HemapoMm oTa IpeBHAS apMAH-
CKas TEPPUTOpPHA CTa/Id YHHUKAJIBHBIM HC-
TOYHUKOM PaCIpOCTPaHeHHA XPUCTHUAH-
CKOH IIMBUIN3ALIMY B PETHOHE, 0COOEHHO B
Bocrounom 3akaBkasbe u Ha CeBepHOM
KaBkase. 3a710/1r0 0 TOTO, KaK XpUCTHAH-
CTBO OBLIO IPOBO3IJIAIIEHO FOCYAAPCTBEH-
HOU peJIMTHEN, XPUCTHAHCKHE IIPOIIOBEe/ -
HUKY PaCIIPOCTPAHSIN YdeHHe XPUCTa, OC-
HOBBIBAJIM MHOXXECTBO YaCOBEH U I[€pPKBel
B Apnaxe. Cpegy HUX CTOUT YIOMAHYTH
YaCOBHIO, OCHOBaHHYIO cBATBIM [lanu B I
BeKe, HA MeCTe KOTOPOIl ITO3Xe OBLI II0-
CTPOEH BeIN4YeCTBeHHBIN xpaM JlaguBaHK,
pacmosiokeHHBIN B raBape Baiikynuxk-llap
(mo3puee — Xauen, Kapsauap).

Hosbrit oTan pacpocTpaHeHUs XPUCTH-
aHCTBa Hayajca BO BTOpoi derBeptu IV
BeKa, KOTZa IJIaBOH IepKBU B ApIiaxe CTas
BHYK II€pBOTO Karoaukoca ApmeHuu I'pu-
ropus IIpocseturens — I'puropuc, KoTo-
pBIfI IIpUHAT MY4Y€HHNYECKYIO CMEpPTh OT
PYK maps mackyTtoB. HoBslif mogbem mpo-
CBellleHW: Ha TeppUTOpHUH ApIiaxa HadauIcs
B Hayase V BeKa, II0C/Ie OCHOBAHUSA CBATHIM
Mecponom Mamromem mepBoii IIKOJEI B
3HaMeHHTOM paHHeCpeZHeBeKOBOM MO-
HacTeIpe AMapac, B KOTOPOM IIpeIIoaBaIu
Ha apMAHCKOM S3BIKE.

IlepxoBHOE CTPOUTEIBCTBO, PYKOIKC-
HO€ MCKYCCTBO 1 MCKYCCTBO BasHH XauKa-
POB Kak BO Bceil ApMeHUH, TaK U B ApIiaxe
IDOCTUTIN HeObIBasIoro pacisera B IX—XIV
BeKaX. ApIlaxckag emapxus ApPMAHCKON
Amoctoneckoit llepkBu crasa camocTos-
TeJIBHBIM KaTOJIMKOCATOM, M3BeCTHBIM KaK
Arsanckuit ninu ['anazacapckuii KaTOJIUKO-
car. Beutn moctpoens! GecyuciIeHHbIE 3a-
MedJaTelbHble XPUCTUAHCKUE ITAMATHUKH,

KOTOPBIM ITOCBAII€HA OOoraTas Hay4Has JIU-
Teparypa.

B mocnenHue mecATUIETHA TTOTHTHYE-
CKadA HCTOpUA MU KYJbTYypHBIE INE€HHOCTH
Apuaxa cranu oOBEKTOM HCCIefOBAHUA
Donza 1o u3yueHUIo apMIHCKOH apXUTEK-
TypsI (7o 2010-ro roga — Ob6uecTBeHHas
OpraHM3aluA) II0J, PyKOBOZCTBOM KOPH-
deeB Apmena AxnasapsHa u CamBena Ka-
panetaHa. [Ipogenannyo uMu OrpoMHYIO
PaboTy CceToHA POJOJIKAeT OJUH U3 IIpe-
TAHHBIX COTPYAHUKOB (OHZA, MOJIOZON
yuensiii-penarpuadT Padpdu Kopromsas.
Wznanuas B 2022 romy Ha aHTIMHCKOM
A3BIKe IleHHasd KHUTA, B KOTOPOH IIpeZCTaB-
JIEHbI MHOTHE XPUCTHAHCKHE ITaMATHUKHA
HaceJIeHHBIX ITYHKTOB ApIlaxa, IPOJIUBaeT
HOBBIM CBeT Ha MCTOPHUIO KYJIBTYyPHOU
KU3HU Aplaxa — 3TOH HeOTheMJIeMOH
YacTH apMsAHCKO# PopuusI, packpbIBaeT
CYTh BapBapCKO¥ ITOJIUTUKY a3epOaiimKaH-
CKHX BJIACTEH II0 YHHYTOXEHWIO apMIH-
CKOTO MaTepHaJTbHO-KYJIbTYPHOTO HacJe-
I, 0COOeHHO mociie 44-THeBHOM BOMHEI.

JaHHBI TpexXbSI3bIYHBIH aTbbOM sB-
JIAeTCA NOTIOJTHEeHHBIM BapHAHTOM BBILIE-
YIOMAHYTOM KHUTU. YBepeHHI, 4TO OJa-
rozaps eMy MHUp Y3HaeT 0 60raToM MCTO-
PUKO-KyJIBTYpPHOM Hacienuu Apiaxa, a
IIpe/iCTaBJIeHHbIe MaTepPHUasIbl IIOMOTYT 3a-
IIUTUTH ApMAHCKOE Hacjeihe OT TyPeIKo-
asepOaiiKaHCKUX IIOCATATEIbCTB.

Amror MeikoHIH
Axagemux HarmoHa/IbHOH
axazemun Hayk PA
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ARTSAKH:
ENDANGERED
HERITAGE

ince time immemorial Artsakh has al-
Sways played an active role in the history
of Armenia. It was in this province that King
Tigran the Great (95 to 55 BC) founded one
of the four cities named after him. According
to the Ashkharatsuyts, an early medieval Ar-
menian book on geography which shows the
political borders of Armenia in the 4th cen-
tury, during the reign of the Arshakids’ royal
dynasty, Artsakh was one of the provinces of
Armenia Maior. It was located in the north-
east of the Armenian Highland and had 12
districts with a total area of 11,528 sq. km.

Artsakh also had its importance during
the turning point in the history of Armenia,
the adoption of Christianity. Starting from the
second half of the first century, different
preachers of Christianity spread this religion
in Armenia. Among them were Sts. Dad and
Elisha, two of the 72 disciples of Christ, both
of whom preached Christianity in Artsakh
and later suffered martyrdom there: they are
buried in the monasteries of Dadivank and
Yeghise Arakyal (Elisha the Apostle) respec-
tively (both the monasteries are situated in
Artsakh).

After Christianity was proclaimed as a
state religion in Armenia in the 4th century,
on the order of King Trdat III preachers were
sent to different provinces of the country to
preach it. One of them, St. Grigoris carried
out Christian preaching in Artsakh (he rests
in Amaras Monastery of Artsakh).

One of the most important factors in
spreading the new religion was the construc-
tion of places of worship. Many churches
were built throughout Armenia, including the

APLAX:
HACHEME
B ONACHOCTH

A PIlIax BCeTja UTpas aKTUBHYIO POJIb B HC-
TOPI/II/I Apmennu. lmenso B Apuaxe 1apb
Turpan Benuknii (95-55 rozsr fo H. 3.) OCHOBAI
ONUH U3 YeThIPeX TOPOJOB, HAa3BAaHHBIX B €TO
yecTb. COTIacHO paHHeCpeLHEBEKOBOMY apMIH-
cKoMy reorpaduyecKoMy TpakTaTy («Amrxapa-
Iy#i1»), B KOTOPOM ITOKa3aHbl IOJTUTUYECKHE
rpanunsl Apmenuu IV Beka, Bo Bpems mpasiie-
HUS IAPCKOY AUHACTAY APIIakuioB Apuax GbII
oxHOM u3 mpoBuHIuil Benukoit Apmenuu. On
pacrosarajics Ha CeBepO-BOCTOKe APMIHCKOTO
Haropbs U uMen 12 raBapoB (OKpyroB) obuieit
mwromaneio 11 528 kB. kM.

ApIiax ChITpajl 3HAYUTEIBHYIO POJIb B IIOBO-
POTHBIM MOMEHT JJI1 UCTOPHH apMsH, KOTZa II0-
ABUJIACH HOBafd PpEJUTHS — XPUCTHAHCTBO,
KOTOPYIO PacIpoCTpaHsAIu B ApMEHUU pasHbIe
IIPOTIOBeTHMKH, HAYMHAA CO BTOPOI ITOJIOBUHEI |
Beka. Cpeny Hux ObutH cBB. Jlaz u Erumre, goe
13 72-X y4eHUKOB XPHUCTOBBIX, IIPOIIOBEJOBaBIIE
XPUCTHAHCTBO B ApIiaxe U BIIOCJIEACTBUU IIPH-
HABIIME TAM My4YeHH4YecKyio cMepTs. OHHU IIOXO-
poHeHs! B MoHacThIpax JaguBank (MoHacThIph
Jany) u Erzmre Apaxsut (Anocrona Eruime).

ITocne Toro, xak B IV Beke XpHCTHAaHCTBO
6BLIO IIPOBO3IJIAIIEHO IOCYAAPCTBEHHOM pesH-
rueii Apmenuu, no npukasy uapsa Tpgata III
IIPOIIOBEJHUKYU OBLIM OTIIPaBJIEHBI B Pa3HbIe
IIPOBUHIIUY CTPAHBI [ IPOIIOBEAH HOBOII pe-
aurun. OfuH U3 HUX, cB. 'puropuc, passepHyI
ZesSTeJIbHOCTh B ApIlaxe U IIApCTBe MACKYTOB,
r7ie u ObLI YOUT, a ero Teyo epeHeceHo B AMa-
pac, r1e u GbLIO IIpejaHo 3eMIIe.

OpHuM u3 BaXHeHunx GakTopoB pacrpo-
CTpaHeHUs HOBOM PEJIUTUU OBITIO CTPOUTEIH-
CTBO KyJIBTOBBIX coopykeHuit. ITo Bceit Apme-
HUU GBUIM TTIOCTPOEHBI MHOTOYMCIIEHHbIE LIep-
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thnpujuyulgyws tp Zujwunwh jEunpnuw-
Jut dwubph wpykunh b fupunupuy bnnipyut
htwn, htgh dwuhb Jiuynid B punhwunip thop-
dwnnipjniut n1 dknpphpnidubipn:

Blkntkguohtnipniutt Upgupunid tnp 4tpkp
Ewypniud bl FE-ILC nuipbpnud, Epp hugjulju
Jhuwwwu Uk hpmipniutiiph gnjnipjut ounp-
hhy JEpuljutquynid ki hhtt huyjuljut Uh putth
hohiwtwjut plunwtthpubph wunudbph hwh-
yht hpwyniupubpp b hwunwwnynid Ukdjut
NMupuljwunwih pwhtph Ynnuhg: Uju dudwbw-
Juopowihg wwhywidws jswwn khtnkghukp
gnig ku wiwihuy, np hsyku Zujuwunwh wyp
huwnqusubtpnid, Upguunid bu junnigynid tu
hhdtwlwinid tnwbwy pughihlubp:

Upgujunid Eybnkguohunipiniup Jipunh
wphunidwtinwd k 1805 . htwnn, tpp Eppudwut
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basilicas of Tsitsernavank, Tigranakert and
Nor Haykajur in Artsakh. In fact, at the end
of the 4th century, most of the population of
Armenia professed Christianity.

In the following centuries, Artsakh was
reigned by various powers (Armenian and
non-Armenian), but the region remained pre-
dominantly inhabited by Christian Armeni-
ans, and architecture developed there
according to the traditions of Armenian na-
tional architecture. Monasteries and churches
continued to be built, the construction of re-
ligious monuments being particularly pro-
moted when the region was part of an
Armenian kingdom or principality. The
church of Vankasar and Okhte Drne
Monastery have been preserved as magnifi-
cent monuments of the 7th century. Katosa-
vank Monastery as well as the churches of
Varazgom and Stunis can be mentioned
among structures dating from the period be-
tween the 9th and 11th centuries.

The art of construction particularly flour-
ished in Artsakh between the 12th and 13th
centuries, when the local school of Armenian
architecture was formed. As elsewhere in the
country, the reigning feudal families were ac-
tively involved in construction activities, es-
pecially building monasteries, the best known
specimens of which include, but are not lim-
ited to, Dadivank, Gtchavank, Hakobavank,
Khatravank, Horekavank, Gandzasar and
Yeghishe Arakyal.

It should be noted that the architecture
and art of Artsakh developed in complete in-
terconnection with the architecture and art of
central Armenia, this being marked by shared
experience and achievements.

The period between the 17th and 18th
centuries marked another stage of flourishing
in church building in Artsakh. Thanks to the
existence of semi-independent Armenian me-
likdoms (principalities), the former rights of

KBH, BKIIouad Gaswiuku lluneprnasanka, Tur-
panakepra u Hop (Hosoro) Aiikamxypa B Ap-
maxe. Yxe B KoHie IV Bexa 6GosiplIas 4acTh
HaceJleHHS ApMeHHH UCIIOBe0BaIa XPUCTHUAH-
CTBO.

B mocrnexylomue Beka Apliax HaXOLUJICS
IO/, BJIACTBIO PasJIMYHBIX IIpaBUTeel, Kak ap-
MAHCKHX, TaK ¥ MHOBEPHBIX, HO PEeTHOH OCTa-
BAJICSA IIPEUMYILIeCTBeHHO HaceJIeHHbIM apMAHa-
MU- XpUCTHAHAMU, ¥ apPXUTEKTypa 37eCh Pa3BH-
BaJIaCh B COOTBETCTBHUU C TPALHUIUAMU apMIH-
CKOTO HALIMOHATBHOTrO 30n44ecTBa. OCoGEHHO
IIOOIIPANIOCh CTPOUTENBCTBO MOHACTHIpeH H
IlepKBell B IIepHOJ, BXOXKIEeHUA PeTrHOHa B COCTaB
apMAHCKOTO LIapCTBa MM KHAKECTBA. Beruko-
nenHbIMU IaMmaTHHKamMu VII Beka aBiaiorcs
1epKoBb Bankacapa u MoHacTeips OxTsl JlpHe
(«<MoHacThIps ceMu IBepeii»), a Cpesy TaMATHH-
k0B IX—XI BeKOB Ba)XHO YIIOMSIHYTb MOHACTBIPb
KatocaBank, a Takxe mepksu Bapasrom u Cry-
HHC.

Ocob6eHHO IIPOIBETATIO CTPOUTENBHOE HC-
xyccTBo B Apraxe B XII-XIII Bexax, xorza chop-
MHUpOBajach apuaxckas IIKOJa apMIHCKOTO
soggecTBa. Kak u moBciofy B cTpaHe, IpaBsilye
deomanpHBle CeMBUM aKTUBHO 33aHHMMAJHCh
CTPOUTEIECTBOM KYJIBTOBBIX COOPY>KEeHHIH, 0CO-
GerHO MoHacThIpeii. Hanbosee usBecTHbIe ma-
MATHUKM JAaHHOTO Ilepuoja — JlanuBaHK,
I'TuaBank, AxomaBaHk, XaTrpaBaHK, OpekaBaHK,
lanpzacap u Erume Apaxsi.

Crenmyer OTMETHTH, YTO apXUTEKTypa M HC-
KyCCTBO Apliaxa pa3BUBAJIKCh B IIOJTHO B3aUMO-
CBSI3H C apXUTEKTYPOIl X UCKYCCTBOM LI€HTPAJIb-
HOHM ApPMeHUU U UMEIOT OOLIUIL OIIBIT B CTPOH-
TeJIbCTBE ¥ NHHOBAI[MOHHBIX TOXO0/AX.

ITepuon mexny XVII u XVIII Bekamu cran
ele OJHMM OSTallOM paclBeTa I[ePKOBHOTO
crpoutenscTBa B Apmaxe. [ToaBunuce moryHe-
3aBUCHMBIe apMIHCKYE MeIUKCTBA (KHDKeCTBa),
U IIpeXXKHUe IIpaBa IIpe/ICTaBUTe e HECKOIBKIX
CTApUHHBIX apPMAHCKUX KHDKECKUX POZOB OBLIN
BOCCTAaHOBJIEHBl M YTBEp)KJEHBI TI'PaMOTaMHU



wlgunid E (kntuwlwb ujupnipjut nhpuuk-
unipjul nul;: Swupnupuybnwjut wpwhd-
twhwwnlnipniuutph ouinphhy d@ npuph wdk-
twluplnp hnipwpdwubtphg Ukhp Sophh Tw-
quistkgng Up. Udktuwihpyhs Eytnkght £ (1868-
1887 epe.): Wwuplinp L gk, np ybpp hhpwwnwljus
poinp hnvpwpdwbtbpp hwpniun G hwgbpku
wpdwbwgpnipinibtipnyg, npnup wpdbpwynp
nbnknmpnitubp Bo yqupnmibwlnud hiyybu hw-
ng, wjtyku b hwdwohwphwihtt wuwndntejut
hwdwp:

Zhowwnwlnipjut tt wpdwth hwnjuybu
Upgujuh powgpupbpp, npntp qunuithwpuyh
wnniUny hwjjujub fupwspwpuyhtt wpykunh
wlpwdwubh dwut Bt juqunud (2010 p. huyw-
Jub howspwpp qpuigdk; £ 8NRULEUYO-P ny
ynipwljut hwdwypuwphwyhtt wpdtputiph gui-
ynud): Uykjht hkig Upguund i quinfnud
hujjuljut pwspupugnpdnipjut wnipubpp.
wuwwunwhwlwhb sk, np Ukbwpwihg Up. Zulnp
Juwiphg k Ukq hwub) jpwgpup futqubgubn 4k-
pupbpjw] wowghtt gpuinp YYuympynitp (3pd-
pupinwpwp, wywhywidb] t dhuyt jpwspuph
wuwnuwbnubp 853 p. hwjkpkl wpdwhwgpnt-
pyuup):

Zuyjulut hunwl pdugpjus wdktwhht
hwspupp wuwhwywigt] £ Upgujuh dunnihwu
qninnud. pun wwhuywin]ws wpdwbwgpnipyui’
wyl uqutgyty £ 866 p.: Cunhwinip wndudp
Epypudwuh pniuwlut wopnwphhg ngloisyws
quprubwhibpp, twppluig b wy) gunlkpw-
puwinujubp wnwdtwhwnntly qlntgynipniu
Et hunnpynid Upguhuh hwpniuwn nt jnipoph-
twl] jpwspwpbpht:

Utp jupshpny Unpplgwlih hpjuwtinipyni-
ubpp swhwqubg wbhwbqunugws tu htug
JEpntpju yuundwljut thwuwnbphg, nph yuwn-
Swnny b Upgwhih pphunnntibwljut hnipwpdwb-
ubkpp nstiywgubjnt punuwpwlwbnipnit kb Ju-
poid: Uju hdwuwnny Upgwijuh dnnniypph huptw-
Jupnipjut hpwyniiph nhd Ugpplowtth uwbi-
dwqlpdws wuunbpuqup btwb wwunbkpuqd b
upwbg dowlnyph phd, yuunbtpwuqd, npt ni-
ntgynid £ dpwulnipuyht ginuuywnipyudp:

the representatives of several old Armenian
princely families were restored and ratified
under decrees issued by Safavid shahs. Many
churches preserved from this period show
that the three-nave basilica was the main type
in Artsakh, just as elsewhere in Armenia.

After Artsakh fell under the rule of the
Russian Empire in 1805, church construction
again revived in the region. Architecturally,
Ghazanchetsots Sourb Amenaprkich (Holy
Saviour) Church (1868 to 1887) in Shushi is
one of the most important monuments of the
19th century.

It should be noted that all the aforemen-
tioned monuments are rich in Armenian in-
scriptions most of which contain important
information from the point of view of Armen-
ian and world history.

Special mention should be made to the
cross-stones (khachkars) of Artsakh which
show a complete confessional identity to the
entire Armenian khachkar culture (in 2010 the
Armenian khachkar was inscribed on the Rep-
resentative List of the Intangible Cultural Her-
itage of Humanity). Moreover, the Armenian
art of khachkar making originated in Artsakh.
It is no coincidence that throughout the Armen-
ian environment, the first written proof about
erecting a khachkar has reached us from Met-
saranits Sourb Hakobavank Monastery of Art-
sakh (unfortunately, only the khachkar pedestal
and an Armenian inscription dated 853 have
been preserved). Also, it is in Vaghuhas Village
of Artsakh that the oldest khachkar has been
preserved with an inscription reporting the
exact date (866) of its creation. Generally
speaking, the local flora, various sculptural
themes, and images of mortals have given an
exclusive charm to the khachkars of Artsakh,
making them rich and unique.

In our opinion, such as the aforementioned
historical facts annoy the authorities of Azer-
baijan and lead to their policy of destroying

(pupmanamu) CedeBuzpckux maxoB. Muorue
IIepKBHU, COXPAaHUBIIKECA C 9TOTO IIEPUOJA, yKa-
3BIBAIOT Ha TO, YTO KaK B ApIiaxe, TaK U B [PYTUX
pernoHax ApMeHNUY B OCHOBHOM CTPOWIIH TPeX-
HedHbIE OA3UTHKU.

IToce Toro, xax B 1805 rozy Apiax mepeuren
oz, Biuactsk Poccuiickoil mMIepun, B peruoHe
BHOBB BO3POJUJIOCH IIEPKOBHOE CTPOUTEIBCTBO.
B apxuTexTypHOM OTHOLIEHUU LIepKOBb KazaH-
yenon, Cyp6 Amenanpkuy (CB. Beecmacureins)
(1868-1887 rozsr) B lllymu ABNIgeTCS OLHUM U3
BaYKHEWIIMX IIAMATHUKOB apMAHCKOM KyJIBTOBOM
apxurekTyps! XIX Beka.

CrepyeT OTMETHUTB, YTO BCE BBIIIEYIIOMIHY-
Thle NMaMATHUKY OOTAThl apMAHCKUMH HaJAIIH-
csAMH, OOJBIIMHCTBO M3 KOTOPBIX COZEpKaT
BaXXHYIO MH(GOPMAIIUIO C TOYKYU 3pEeHUA apMIH-
CKOH ¥ peruOHaJIbHOU MCTOPUH.

Oco6o crenyer OTMETHTH O Xaukapax Ap-
1jaxa, KOTOpble SBJIAIOTCS HEOTHheMJIEMOH
YaCThIO ApPMAHCKOH KyIbTYphI xaukapos (8 2010
rofly apMAHCKHUI XayKap ObLI BHeceH B Pempe-
3€HTaTUBHBIN CIIMCOK HEMAaTePUAIBHOTO KYJIb-
TypHOro Hacieaus derosedectsa IOHECKO).
Bosee Toro, apMaHCKOe UCKYCCTBO M3TOTOBIIE-
HUS Xa4KapoB 3apoguiock B Apnaxe. Hemapom
IIepBOe IIMChMEHHOE CBUETEIHCTBO O BO3BEEe-
HUH XadKapa JOLLIO 0 HaC U3 MOHACTHIps Me-
napanut Cyp6 Axom (Cs. Maxosa) y cera Koia-
tak. K coxaneHuIo, COXpaHUIUCH TOJIBKO IIbe-
JlecTaJl XayKapa ¥ apMIHCKas Haanuck 853 roza.
Taxxe uMeHHO B cese Baryac Apuaxa Haxo-
JUTCS CaMbI paHHHUH XadKap C HaJIIHChIO, CO-
obIaoueil TOYHYIO ATy ero co3gaHus — 866
roz. Boobuie, GoraTsrit OpHaMeHT, BJOXHOBIIEH-
HBII MeCTHOH (DJIOPOHA, Pa3IUIHbIe CKYJIBITYP-
HbIe U300p)XeHN U CLIeHbI IPUAAIOT XauKapam
Apriaxa 0cOOBI# LIapM, fetas UX YHIKAIBHBIMU.

Ha mam B3TIA/, IMEHHO BBINIEYTIOMIHYTHIE
ncropudeckue GaKThl Pas3fpakaloT BIACTH
Aszepbaiifiy)kaHa U OIpPeNeIA0T UX IOIUTUKY
YHUYTOXEHHUSI XPUCTUAHCKUX IAMATHUKOB Ap-
maxa. B aToM KOHTeKCTe BOIiHA, KOTOpPYIO A3ep-
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P nuph {tpghtt wpgujuwhwjnipinitp, np
nunpkp owpnitwl wuypwpk) E hp wmquuunnipjub
lt wqquyhtt hupunipyniip wuwhwywikne hwdwp,
Jtpouybu jupnnuguy wuwndwlut huypkuh-
ph vh dwunid hhdut) Upgwhih Zwbpuybnni-
pintup, npp b Ywljnn wuwju k, puyg dwtiug-
Jusd sk UUY-h wunud Epypukph §nndhg:

Qupnyuiwny hwdwltpyyt; Upguwjup
Ynpglynt thwuwnh htwn' Unpphowith hojuwbnt -
piniuubpp, pwupnitwltny vnphpyujhtt Unppk-
owlth punupwlwunipniup, ujubghtt hwdw-
wnmwpws nyuswmgul] hpkug Ykpwhulnnnipjui
ubppn dtwgws nwpwspubph huyjuljub hnt-
owipdwtiibpp:

Unlw Lt puquuphy thwuwnkp, npnip gnig
Lkt viwphu, np 1994 p. dwjhuhg vhiph 2020 p.
ubyunbdpbpt pujwés dJudwtwljuhwnygwusnid
Unppbowtip huyjuwl §npnnitph hwnljwugbu
wuonwiuniipught b gipbqUuiwljut hnipwp-
dwiitiph nstiywgdwt whnwlwb punupulw-
tnipynit E Juipky, npny nhyplpmd” kplyph nug-
dwljwb nidtph ubpgpuydudp:

1991 . h ytp Unpplowtih hojuwtnipyniuubtpt
wytpl) Eu huyjuljut Jh putth hwpnip Bhbnk-
ghubp b utptp, nstswugnpty Uhotunwipjut hwp-
jipuynp qipkquuingbp hwqupwynp fuws-
pupkpny b gipkquubwpupbpny: Fuquuphy
Eytntghutiph wwwndwlwh wpdtp niikgnn hw-
jEpkt wpdwtwgpnipniiutpp phpy b -nstismgyty
kb npulp bhpQujugdtng npuku wjuugbu Yns-
Jud «cunubuluiy hntpwpdwbp: Yupbnp £
k), np ponpkt Juwuygl) jud wdpnnonyhtt w-
Jtpytp Eu bwl wytyhuh hntpwpdwbtbp, npnup
htpnt ki qninid nwquuljut wljnhy gnpénnnt-
piuttinh mwpwspubtphg: Uju thwuwnbkph hhdw
Jpu 2021 . ghjntidpbph 7-ht Uppupununnt-
plul thowqquihl nuinupwubp jujwugnty £ hw-
dwyuinuwupowt npnoni:

Zujjulut dowlnipujhtt dwunwtgnipjul
nstswgdwtt dwuhtt junubjhu whwnp L wunpw-
nuntuw) twb Lujuhobwth Puptwup Zwbpuwb-
unipniinid qunuynny huwyjuljut hnipwpdwi-
ubipht. 4ppht 25 nupyu ppwugpnid wju bpljpu-
dwuh huyjujut pphunnibuljut puquunupu
hniowpdwutpt wdpnnonyht nstsmugyty Eu: Uju
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the Christian monuments of Artsakh. In this
context, the war waged by Azerbaijan against
the Artsakh people’s right to self-determina-
tion is also a war against their culture, accom-
panied by cultural genocide.

At the end of the 20th century, the Arme-
nians of Artsakh who had struggled for cen-
turies to live in liberty and preserve their
ethnic identity finally succeeded in establish-
ing, in part of their historical homeland, the
Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh),
which is de facto independent, although un-
recognised by the UN member states.

The authorities of Azerbaijan who could
not reconcile themselves to the loss of Artsakh
started the widespread destruction of Armen-
ian monuments, particularly Christian ones,
continuing the policy of Soviet Azerbaijan.

There is substantial amount of evidence
revealing the fact that during the period be-
tween May 1994 and September 2020, the
destruction of Armenian monuments, espe-
cially religious and funerary ones, was car-
ried out as part of a state policy of Azerbaijan,
in some cases, with the involvement of the
military forces of the country.

Since 1991, several hundred Armenian
churches and monasteries have been de-
stroyed by the authorities of Azerbaijan. Hun-
dreds of medieval cemeteries with thousands
of cross-stones and gravestones have been
demolished. The historical Armenian inscrip-
tions of many churches have been scraped off
to present them as “Caucasian Albanian”
monuments. It is important to note that even
monuments situated far from active military
zones have suffered serious damage or com-
plete destruction. Based on these facts, the
decision of the International Court of Justice
was made on 7 December 2021.

Regarding the destruction of Armenian
heritage, a special mention should also be
made of the monuments located in the Au-

6aiifKaH BeJeT MPOTHUB ITpaBa Hapoza Apliaxa
Ha caMooIIpe/ie/IeHre, SBIAeTCA TaKKe BOHHOM
IIPOTUB €r0 KyJBTYPHI, COIPOBOXZAIOLeHcs
KYJIBTYPHBIM €HOIIUZOM.

B xonne XX Beka apmMsaHaMm Apiiaxa, BeKaMu
GopoBUIMMCS 32 CBOOOAY U COXpaHEHUE CBOeil
3THUYECKOH HAEeHTUYHOCTU, HaKOHeI, yAaI0Ch
CO37IaTh Ha YaCTHU CBOEH MCTOPUIECKOH POJUHEI
Pecny6nuxy Apuax (Haropusiit Kapa6ax), xo-
TOpas ABIAeTCA (aKTUIeCKH He3aBHUCHMBIM,
XOTSI U HEeIPU3HAHHBIM TOCYyJapCTBAMU-4je-
"amu OOH rocyzmapcreom.

Bractu AsepbaiifxaHa, He CMUPHUBLINEC C
morepeil Apuaxa, IPUCTYIUIN K IIOBCEMECT-
HOMY YHHYTOXXEHHIO apMAHCKUX NaMATHHUKOB,
npogosnkad monmutuky CoBerckoro Asepbaii-
IDKaHa.

3HaunUTeIbHOE KOJMYIECTBO (HaKTOB CBUE-
TEJIBCTBYET O TOM, YTO B Irepuoz ¢ Mas 1994 roza
o ceHT6pb 2020 rosa yHUYITOXEHNE apMsIH-
CKUX TIaMATHUKOB, 0COGEHHO PeIUTHO3HOM ap-
XUTeKTYpBl U HaJTPOOUii, OCYIIEeCTBIAIOCH B
paMKax rocyZapCTBeHHOM IOMUTHKY A3epbaii-
IPKaHa, B pAZie CIydaeB C yYacTHEM BOOPYKeH-
HBIX CHJI CTPAHBI.

C 1991 roga Bnactssmu Asep6aiimxana 66110
paspylLIeHO HECKOJIBKO COTEH apMIHCKUX Liep-
KBel U MOHACTBIpeii, CHeCeHbI COTHU Cpe/iHeBe-
KOBBIX KJQZOWIL C THICAYAMM XadKapoB H
Hagrpobuii. McTopudeckue apMAHCKHE Hal-
IUCH MHOTHUX ILEepKBeH OBLIM COCKOGIEHSI,
4YTOGHI IIPE/ICTaBUTh MX KaK «KaBKa3CKO-aubaH-
CKMe» TAMATHUKHU. BayKHO OTMETHTB, YTO Jaxe
IIAMATHUKY, PACIIOIOKeHHbIe BJAIU OT 30H Goe-
BBIX JIeMCTBUM, CEPBE3HO IIOCTPaJaIy U1 II0JI-
HOCTBIO paspymeHsl. Ha ocHoBaHuU 3THX dax-
TOB 7 mekabps 2021 roga MexxayHapogHBIH Cy A
OOH mpuH:AI pelleHre O BpeMEHHBIX Mepax B
oTHomeHNU AsepbaiimKaHa.

Yro KacaeTcsa YHUYTOXXEHUA apMAHCKOTO Ha-
CJIein, TO CIeLyeT 0CO00 OTMETHTD IIAMATHUK,
pacnonoxxeHHsle B HaxumxeBaHCcKoi ABTOHOM-
HOit PecmyGinke: MHOTOBEKOBOE apMSIHCKOE
XPHUCTHAHCKOe HacjeJue 3TOTO PerHOHa GBLIO



thwuwnt wipugnyt) £ 2022 p. dwpunh 10-ht G-
puwhunphppupuith punnitws pubwdbnud:

Ydpwjunnwpuip, huyjulwb hnipwpdwtubph
nstiswguwll inyj punupwlwinipmniut Unppk-
owth hojpwunipnitubptt hpwljwbwugunid tu
twl sdwbwsdus Upgupuh Zutpuybnnipjut
wjt mwpwspubkpnid, npnup hpkug yepuhuln-
nnipjul il wbigwb 2020 p. ubynbdpbph 27-
ht vwtdwuqbpdws 44-opju yunkpuquhg htwnn:
Unlju &t puquuphy wywugnygukp, np bkpeht
30 nnwupu pupwugpnid wju nwpuspubpnud ju-
nnigws hwjjulwt hnipwpdwbtbpt wydd
wytpynud Lu: GYkntkghutnh wwwntphg pkpynud-
htnwgynid Lt huytipkt wpdwtwgpnipniiibpp,
npyhkugh npubp tkpuyugbh npybu «unyw-
twlwb» hnipwpdwbblp: Uh pwth Eyknkghubp
Ju d upquubu guyptglb kb, fu d wnsb;:

Zuguljut fuwspwupbph nsuswgnidt «wpnu-
pugubny tyuunuwlny Unpplipwtth dowlnyph
twpwpup Utwp LEphunyp unnwpwip hwjnw-
pupk] E phk hpp huybpt wdbinip «hbnsd»
Juwspuptip b wkqunpty hnipwpdwbpp «hw-
Jugubiny tyuwnwlny:

Zuyuljut Bytnkghutph wpdwbwgpnipemniu-
ubipp nsismgubint hp punupwljutnipnitt wp-
nupugubnt tyuwwnwlny 2021 p. dwpwnh 16-hu
Unppbowth twhimquh hhwd Ujhlip hwjnw-
npuipkg, np Zugpniph opownid giniynn Own-
Jwjwiph JE nquph shtwpwpului wpdwiw-
gpnipiniup «gnd» £l whwnp Ehbknwgyh: Uuhpw-
dtpn Lk uok], uwluyl, np wju wpdwbwqpnt-
pintup hpwwnwpwlyt) kEwnwupptp hnpgushbpnud
b ghnnujuwt wohmnnipniuubpnud nnhu d6
nupmu Unpphgwith Zwbipwybnn pjub hhdbw-
npnidhg pwnn nuwutwdjuljubp wowe:

Pusyb u qunupkgit] hwjjuliwub hnpwp-
dwtiibph wybkpnudp:

Owduyty Lhuhhuh ounphhy dhpwqquyhl
hpwynitpp hunnwly vwhdwl] £ gknuuywini-
pjut b wy Juypugnipmnibitnh dholi nué twp-
phipnipniikpp, nph punphhy UUU-h' 1948 p.
«Ghinuuyuwinipjut hwhgugnpénipniup Jub-
hutnt b npw hwdwp ywwndh duuphb» §nugku-
ghwjh hhdwt ypw vhowqquypt inp opkupbp G
nupniuyly: Ypwtp bwl vwhdwinid ko Juitinu-
1hquh b th wlpnng dnnnypyh dpulmpuyht dw-
npuwignipjul hbnbnnulwb nsuswgdut dhol

tonomous Republic of Nakhijevan: the cen-
turies-old Christian Armenian legacy of this
region has been completely destroyed during
the last twenty-five years. This has been
firmly stated in the resolution adopted by the
European Parliament on 10 March 2022.

Unfortunately, the same policy of destroying
Armenian monuments is being carried out in
those territories of the unrecognised Artsakh Re-
public which came under the control of Azer-
baijan in the aftermath of the 44-day war of
2020. There is a significant amount of evidence
confirming that the monuments built by Arme-
nians in the last 30 years are now being de-
stroyed. Armenian inscriptions are being
removed from the walls of churches in order to
present them as “Caucasian Albanian” monu-
ments. Several other churches have simply
been blown up or desecrated.

To justify the destruction of Armenian
khachkars (cross-stones), Anar Kerimov, the
Minister of Culture of Azerbaijan, falsely
claimed that Armenians had placed fake
khachkars everywhere to “Armenianise” mon-
uments.

To justify the policy of the destruction of
Armenian church inscriptions, the president
of Azerbaijan, [lham Aliyev, declared, on 16
March 2021, that the 17th-century construc-
tion inscription of the monastery of Tsagh-
kavank, in Hadrut District, was fake and
should be removed. It should be noted, how-
ever, that this inscription was published in
various books and articles in the 19th century,
decades before the foundation of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan.

So, how can this process be stopped?

Thanks to Raphael Lemkin, a clear dis-
tinction was made between genocide and
other atrocities under international law, which
led to the adoption of new international rules
through the 1948 UN Genocide Convention
to prevent this crime. These rules also help us
distinguish between acts of vandalism and the

IIOJTHOCTBHIO YHUYTOXKEHO 3a IocaegHue 25 jer.
O6 3TOM C COBEpLIEHHOIl OIpezeNIeHHOCTHIO
YKas3bIBaeTCs B PE30JIIOIUY, IpUHATOH EBpomap-
mamentoMm 10 mapta 2022 roga.

K coxanenuro, Takas >Ke IOJIUTHKA YHUUTO-
JKEHHI apMAHCKUX TaMATHUKOB IIPOBOAMTCS HA
TeX TePPUTOPUAX HeIlpU3HAHHOU Pecry6iauku
Apiax, KOTOpBIe IIepelllIH II0f KOHTPOJIb A3ep-
GaiimkaHa B pesysnbraTe 44-mIHEBHOM BOIHBI
2020 ropa. [TamMATHUKY, TOCTpPOEHHbIE apMsI-
Hamu 3a mociaemuue 30 ser, ceifuac paspy-
maroTca. ApMAHCKUE HaJIIICH CTHPAIOT CO CTeH
IlepKBel, YTOObI IIPeJICTaBUTh UX «KaBKa3CKO-
alI6aHCKUMU» ITaMATHUKaMu. HeckonbKo 1epk-
Beil POCTO B3OPBAaHbI UM OCKBEPHEHBHI.

ITpITasgch ompaBHaTh YHUYTOXKEHUE apMIH-
CKUX XaYKapoB, MUHUCTpP KyJIbTypsl A3epbaii-
mxaHa Anap KepuMoB /DKHMBO 3agBHII, YTO ap-
MSAHe IIOBCIOZY PacCTaBIUIX (pasbIIMBBIE XauKa-
PBI C LIeJIBIO «aPMAHU3NPOBAHUA» IAMATHUKOB.

Crapasch oIpaBaTh IIOJIUTUKY YHUUTOXe-
HUA apMAHCKHX I[epKOBHBIX HaZIIHCeH, IIpe3u-
neHT AzepbGaiimxana Mnsxam Anues 16 mapra
2021 ropa 3asgBUJI, YTO CTPOUTEIbHAS HAZIIUChH
XVII Bexa moHactsIps IlaxkaBank B 'agpyrcrom
paiioHe ABIsgeTCA MOALENKON U JOJDKHA GBITH
ymaneHa. OfHaKO cilefyeT OTMETUTH, YTO 3Ta
HaJIIuCh OBIZTA OIyOJMKOBAaHA B Pa3IMYHBIX
KHHrax u crarbax B XIX Beke, 3a IeCSTUIETHS
Io ocHoBaHUA A3epbaiimxaHckoi Peciry6muku.

Tak Kak ke OCTaHOBUTH 3TOT IIPOLeCcC’?

Pemenue jIeXHT B IJIOCKOCTH MeXAYHAPOJ-
Horo npasa. M3BectHo, uTo B 1948 ronry OOH
npuH:Ia KOHBeHITUIO 0 IpeIyTIpeKIeHUH IIpe-
CTYIUIeHUA TeHOIU/a U HaKa3aHudA 3a Hero. Ha
ee OCHOBe BITOCJIE/ICTBHH OBLIY IIPUHATHI HOBBIE
MeXXyHapoJHbIe 3aKOHBI, B KOTOPHIX yKa3aHa
pasHHUIlAa MEeX/y aKTAMHU BaHJaIN3Ma U CUCTEMa-
TUYECKUM YHUYTOXXeHUEM KyJIbTyPHOTO Hace-
IV 1eJI0M HAllMK. Y UCTOKOB DTUX U3MEeHEeHU N
crosin ipodeccop Padasi Jlemkun, 6iraromaps
KOTOPOMY B MEXXyHapOZHOM IIpaBe OBLIO IIPO-
Be/IeHO YeTKOe pasTpaHUYeHHe MeXAy TeHOIIH-
IOM U Apyrumu 3nogesnuamu. Kpaitne Heo6-
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s nwppbpnipntip: Udkbwljuplnpp wyjuop-
Ju hpwdwjwlwub £ JEkpuguntiu LEUhtuh wyh
hunwly dbwljEpynidubphtt b wpwewplnipjuip,
npnup husk) i Uwunphnnud 1933 p. juyugus
Lptwljuwt hpwyniuph hhdtwhwpgtphtt whp-
Jwsd §nudbpwiunid «wqquyht, Ypnbwlut jud
unghwjwlwb judpkph dpwlnipwghtt b ghnup-
Jhutnujut hnipwpdwtbph nstsmgdwiy hwb-
gugnpénipjul yhpwpkpjuy:

rupph Lnppnzjul
2&NP hhdbwgpudh thnpunbopkl

systematic destruction of the cultural heritage
of an entire nation. The bottom line is that it
is an imperative to revive Lemkin’s clear vi-
sion and suggestion, made at the Conference
for Unification of Criminal Law (Madrid in
1933), about the crime of the “destruction of
cultural and artistic works of racial, religious,
or social collectivities.”

Raffi Kortoshian
Co-director of RAA Foundation

XOJMIMO BEpPHYThCS K GopMynrpoBkam Jlemku-
HAa, U3JI0KEHHBIM B mokaaze s [LaToit kKoude-
PEHLIMH II0 YHUDUKALUKM MeXZyHapOLHOIO
yronosHoro mpasa (Magpuz, 1933 rox). On
IIPeIJIOXKUII OOBSIBUTH IIPECTYIUIEHHEM IIPOTHUB
MeX/[yHapOJHOTI'O IIpaBa JeiCTBYUS, HAllPaBIeH-
HbIe HA YHHUYTOXKEHHUE KYJIBTYPHBIX U XyLOXKe-
CTBEHHBIX NMaMATHHUKOB 3THHYECKHUX, PEIUTH-
O3HBIX ¥ COLMAIBHBIX COOOIIECTB.

Pagpdpu Koproman
3amzgupexTopa PHAA

AnnduGpny Ywpnn Gp UGppGRuG] «Upgwhuh Junwugywé hwjuwywl pphunnubwywl dwnwlugnip)nilp»
wugGpEu ghppp W hwdwuntt JuwyGpwagpwlwu $hidp, npnlp thwuwnmbnny UGpYwjwgunid G UnppGewlhp
hpwpwhwenpn (1991 r.-hg h y&p) h2huwunipyniuutph npnGgpwé Jpwynipwiht gbnwuwwlniejwlu
pwnwpwywuntejntulu Upgwhuh hwjjuwlywl dwnwlgniejwu UJwwndwdp:

Scan the QR Code to download an English-language book and a documentary both entitled The Endangered Ar-
menian Christian Heritage of Artsakh and exposing the policy of cultural genocide exercised against the Armenian
heritage of Artsakh by the authorities of Azerbaijan since 1991.

Mo ykasaHHbIM CCbIfikam Bbl MOXETE CKadaTb KHUTY « ApMSIHCKOE XpUCTUaHCKoe Hacneane ApLaxa B ONacHOCTUY
(Ha aHrMWINCKOM A3bIKe) N OOAHOUMEHHbIN OOKYMEHTanbHbIN unbmM. MNMpeactaBneHHble dhakTbl AOKa3bIBAKOT, YTO
Bnactu AsepbangxaHa nocnegoBartesibHO NMPUMEHSIOT NOMUTUKY KyNbTYPHOrO reHoumaa, HadmHas ¢ 1991 roga.

Annudny wpbih £ wnGultb) 2020 p. 44-onjw wwntpwquhg hGnn wpdwéd pwqlwehy tinGuwljnietn, npnup www-
gnigned GU hwjywywu hnpwpdwllbph nguswgnidu UnppGewuh ghuwé nudtph gpuydwsé inwnpwépubpnid:

Scan the QR Code to watch videos taken after the 44-day war of 2020 that reveal the destruction of Armenian
monuments in the Artsakh lands under Azerbaijani occupation.

B Bugeomatepmanax no ccoisike nokasaHbl akTbl YHUHTOXKEHUA apMAHCKUX NaMATHUKOB a3epbangkaHCKMMm Bo-
€HHbIMW Ha TeppUTOPUAX, OKKYNMpoBaHHbIX nocne 44-gHeBHon BorHbl 2020 roga.
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Junnwlagywo hujywlwl hnipwpawllGn
Upgwhuh ZwlUpwwGunnipjwl wju tnuwpwopltpnid,
npnup wlgh] Gu UnpptGewlh zwlpuwuwtunnigyul Japuwhuynnnigjwl tniwy
2020 p. uGwunGdptnjwl 44-onjw WwwnGnwauhg hGunn:

Ywwntiny UnppGewln hohuwlnigntlultph gnponnniejntllnhg wju yuniwluaggwd
hnipwpawliltph up dwub wipntl wyGngwo Yipun, uhus nntp Ypuptingtip ghppp:

Endangered Armenian Monuments
Located in those territories of the unrecognised Republic of Artsakh
which came under the control of the Republic of Azerbaijan
in the aftemath of the 44-Day War of 2020

Judging from the actions of the Azerbaijani government,
by the time you read this book,
some of the endangered monuments will have been destroyed.

HaxoagaLmecs Nog yrpo3om NOAHOTO YHUUTOXEHWS aPMAHCKME MaMATHUKN,
DACMO/MOXKEHHbIE Ha TEX TEPPUTOPUAX HENPU3HaHHOM Pecnybnnki Apuax,
KOTOpble nepeLln Noa KOHTpob AsepbanaykaHckom Pecnybnmkim
B pe3y/bTate 44-AHEBHOM BOWHbI 2020 roja.

Cyad No AenCTBUAM NpaBuTenbCTBa AsepbalaxaHa,
K TOMY BPEMEHM, KOrAa Bbl OyaeTe umTaTh 3Ty KHATY,
HEKOTOPbIE U3 STUX NAMATHNKOB
OyayT y>KE YHUUTOXKEHDI.

13



PAWMOH

v

ACKEPAHCKWMW

ASKCE R =N BLES TR FG=T

uuucnPuuLh crRIVL
ASKERAN DISTRICT
ACKEPAHCKINW PANOH

Up. Uunjwéwéhu GYGnGgh (dfe n.),
Ulluwnpjnip gjnLn
GutntgnL 2npol wnyw £ dfe-b nn.
gtptquwlwwnnil:

Sourb Astvatsatsin
(Holy Mother of God)
Church (19th c.),
Aknaghbyur Village

A cemetery
(19th to 20th centuries)
lying around the church

LlepkoBb Cyp6 AcTBauauuH
(MpecB. Boropoauusbl), XIX B.
Ceno AkHaxbtop

Knapowuwe XIX-XX BB.
BOKPYT LIepKBU

SOMIOTO D6 N 085671 IG7E




Uyuwnpjniph Ywdnipgp (GE n.),
UyEwmwpwlng gjnin

The bridge of Aknaghbyur (17th c.),
Avetaranots Village

Moct AkHax6topa (XVII B.)
Ceno ABeTapaHol,

39.701750N, 46.8L9869E
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