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Khnus District, the boundaries of which are marked by the surrounding watersheds, mostly covers the
catchment area of the Khnus, the right tributary of the river Aratsani, and its side streams, the St. Daniel and
the Deghtap. From the east westward, the district is about 75 km long, and from the north southward, it is
up to 44 km wide.

The central part of the district is occupied by a plain through which the river Khnus flows with its
numerous left and right tributaries. Running out of its eastern corner, the Khnus joins the Aratsani.

The Plain of Khnus is surrounded by Mount Deghtap to the north, Mount Khamelberd to the south, and
the Byurakn Range to the west. A hill that is called Kheremkhaya and extends from the south-west to the
north-east stands out in the eastern part of the plain, which is comparatively smooth.

Like any other district of Historical Armenia, Khnus once boasted a wide variety of old monuments of
material culture, but unfortunately, most of them were never studied scientifically; moreover, no listing of
these monuments was ever carried out.

Our studies have led us to the conclusion that in the Late Bronze Age (13th to 11th centuries BC), the
fortress of Ghazanchi was the centre of the local kingdom, while during the period of Van Kingdom (9th to
6th centuries BC), the fortress of Seldezi was the centre of the local principality.

As for places of Christian worship, before the Genocide of 1915, about 30 functioning churches and
monasteries were mentioned in the diocese of Khnus.

The scientific expeditions carried out in the district by RAA Foundation for several years have revealed
the following picture: 33 of the registered 37 churches (90 %), 4 of the 6 monasteries (67 %), and 27 of the
43 Armenian cemeteries (63 %) have been totally annihilated. This fact shows that after the physical exter-
mination of the Armenians of Khnus District, the Turkish authorities that succeeded each other in the course
of years deliberately destroyed the historical Armenian monuments, particularly the Christian ones.

This guide book is intended for Armenians and foreigners who are interested in Armenian monuments
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and concerned about the preservation of universal cultural heritage. |EAN BTE-BUND-HA5- 544
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An Urartian fortress in Khanek Village; tombstones in Khurdik (12th to 13th c.) and Haramik (1899) Villages A sacred site called Karmrak in Sarli Village, and the Late Bronze Age fortress of Ghazanchi The fortress of Zernak, and the hazarashen ceiling in Gaspar’s house in Gaspargegh Village An architectural fragment of the 4th to 5th centuries in Aros Village, and rock-cut symbols in Khert Village
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